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of the iniquity of the whole proceeding; and when Cicero, after his return,
wished to annul all the acts of Clodius' tribunate, Cato opposed him, and this
caused a coolness between them for some time.
Cicero had been only two months gone when his friend Ninnius the tribune,
supported by seven of his colleagues, made a motion in the senate for his
recall. The whole house agreed to it, but one of the other tribunes inter-
posed. Pompey himself was, however, now disposed to join in restoring
him, for Clodius' insolence was gone past his endurance. This ruffian had
by stratagem got into his hands the _ young Tigrancs, whom Pompey had
given in charge to the pnetor L. Flavius. He had promised him his liberty
for a large sum of money; and when Pompey demanded him, he put him on
board a ship bound fcr Asia. A storm having driven the vessel into Antium,
Flavius went with an armed force to seize the prince, but Sex. Clodius, one
of the tribunes bravos, met him on the Appian road, and, after an engage-
ment in which several were slain on both sides, drove him off. While Pcmpey
was brooding over this insult, one of Clodius' slaves was seized at the door
of the senate-house with a dagger, which he said his master had given him
that he might kill Poinpey; Clodirs' mob also mado frequent attacks on him,
so that out of real or pretended fear he resolved to keep his house till the
end of the year ; indeed he had been actually pursued to and besieged in it
one day by a mob, headed by Clodius' freedman Damio, and the consul
Gabinius had to fight in his defence. Pompey therefore now resolved to
befriend Cicero; and P. Sextius, one of the tribunes-elect, took a journey
into Gaul to obtain Coesar's consent. About the end of October the eight
tribunes again proposed a law for his recall, and P. Lentulus Spinther, the
consul-elect, spoke strongly in favour of it. Lentulus' colleague, Q. Metellus
Nepos, though he had been Cicero's enemy, seeing how Caesar and Pompey
were inclined, promised his aid, as also did all the tribunes-elect: Clodius,
however, soon managed to purchase two of them, namely, Num. Qainctius
and Sex. Serranus.
THE BEG ALL OP CICERO
On the 1st of January (5T) Lentulus moved the senate for Cicero's recall.
L. Cotta said that as he had been expelled without law, he did not require
a law for his restoration. Pompey agreed, but said that for Cicero's sake
it would be better if the people had a share in restoring him. The senate
were unanimously of this opinion, but the tribune Sex. Serranus interposed.
The senate then appointed the 22nd for laying the matter before the people.
When that day came, the tribune Q. Fabricius set out before it was light
with a party to occupy the rostra; but Clodius had already taken posses-
sion of the Forum with his own gladiators, and a band he had borrowed
from his brother Appius, and his ordinary troop of ruffians. Fabrie^us' party
was driven off with the loss of several lives, another tribune, M. Cispius, was
treated in a similar manner, and Q. Cicero only saved himself by the aid
of his slaves and freedmen. In the picture which Cicero draws in hia ora-
tions of this scene, the Tiber and the sewers are filled with dead bodies,
and the Forum covered with blood as in the time of the contest of Cinna and
Octavius.
The contest was renewed with daylight, and the tribune Sextius was
pierced with twenty wounds and left for dead. Clodius then, elate with his
victory, burned the temple of the Nymphs, where the books of the censors
were kept; and he attacked the houses of the praetor L. Ccecilius, and the